
                                                                                      

  IT’s Time to Reflect!

LOOKING BACK/LOOKING FORWARD:

2015

WOW! 
In five years (and mostly 

within the last two), besides 
building a diverse and 

engaged Board, CHABA has:

 produced the first Spanish translation of 
District Design Guidelines in the State 

 created hands-on restoration workshops 
and teaching materials 

 communicated preservation to new local 
audiences through real contacts. website, 
social media and print

 created "CHABACON" -- an edgy and 
flexible conference and “placemaking” 
platform adaptable to many 
different topics & audiences

 made new allies and friends of 
career preservationists at the NJ 
Statewide conference  

 been effectively represented on 
the County Cultural & Heritage 
Commission  

 enjoyed the active support of 
regional legislators as well as 
County, City Council, and 
Mayor  

 promoted respect for the Historic District 
through the HDC’s annual Preservation 
Awards 

 created a student scholarship that 
spotlights Oberlin Smith and the Ferracute 
site, Bridgeton’s distinctive landmark

 partnered with educators on many 
projects, enhancing our educational role

 built support for a common 
“sustainability” agenda with civic and 
regulatory entities including agricultural 
boards

 joined forces with other environmental 
activists to advance common “green” goals 
across city and regional boundaries.

have made this happen. 
YOUR creativity

--diversity--experience--
commitment to community--

The high achievement and social conscience you 
bring to the table make the critical difference to 

those in a position to support us.  

                                                                                                 Let's highlight a few accomplishments.          

YOU

      2014's many gifts and grants pushed our annual budget 
above $10,000 for the first time. Since we became a 
501c3, CHABA has received nearly $20,000 in grants, 
gifts and earned income, funds that have met (and 
continue to meet) some pretty impressive goals (see 
the box at the left).  Our funding support has been 
local, regional, and statewide. We have participated in 
official conversations at the City and County 
levels, often as invitees. What we do has been covered 
by the press and noted by public officials. 

Many people tell us how we have renewed their 
optimism about the future of this community. 

Really, nothing is more important  than 
this--to be seen as futurists, not past-ists. Our 
"green city"  themes have encouraged regional 
environmental organizations like the American 
Littoral Society, CAWA,   the Nature Conservancy, 
the Pachamama Alliance, the  Bayshore Center 
and the County Agricultural Board to  share with 
us their strategies for sustainability --for 
protecting cultural AND natural resources and 
building eco- and heritage tourism together. 

If you've been following CHABA over the past few years, you know 
how much we've grown in activism and esteem--endorsed by an 
iconic figure like Lester Brown at one end of the spectrum, but with 
many significant big and small strides all the way to the other.

2015



Warmest special thanks to Robert and Marion Brown Spence, and of course to Lester R. Brown.  
Without their grace,  generosity, and love for their home community we could not be together today. !
Also to: !
The New Jersey Council for the Humanities 
The City of Bridgeton UEZ Fund 
The Cumberland County Cultural & Heritage Commission 
The Cumberland County Agricultural Development Board 
The Cumberland County Tourism & Marketing Board 
Mr & Mrs Alan Woodruff 

For generous In-kind support: 
The Earth Policy Institute 
The American Littoral Society 
The Permaculture Podcast, Inc. 
The Nanticoke Lenni Lenape Tribal Nation 
Rutgers University: Cousteau Center 
Rutgers University: 4H Expressive Arts 
The City of Bridgeton: Office of the Mayor, Depts. of Dev. & Planning,  
 Public Works & Recreation & Parks 
The Bridgeton Board of Education 
Let’s Do Linens, Inc. 
Jem Print, Inc.

[chaba] 
the Center for  

Historic American Building Arts 
31 West Commerce Street 

Bridgeton, NJ 08302 
856-221-3276 

en español 856-221-3239 
www.historicbuildingarts.org  

Trustees: 
Flavia Alaya, PhD (Pres,)   

Jerry A. Lewis, ASLA, LLA (V.Pres. & Treas. pro-tem) 
Maria Cerda-Moreno (Second VP) 
Thomas J. D’Arrigo Sr. AIA (Secy) 
Robert C. Preston CLA, PP, CPSI 

Marla Pietrowski  
Rhonda Celester 

Rita Lynn Lyman (on leave) 
Advisors: 

Penelope Watson, Fr. David Rivera,  
Melissa King (Ferracute Site Spec. Consultant)  

Interns: 
Jaime Bustos-DeHaro, Hector & Judit Brambila,  

Jamie Warner (Communications) 
 Valerie Ridgway-Carter (Office Mgt.)

CHANGING PLACES

A dynamic, 2-day Philosophical Festival and Place-Making Event.

OCTOBER 11-12, 2014 
BRIDGETON, NEW JERSEY

CHABACON2014

Thank You
CHANGING PLANET

Other supportive partners: 
New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture, Hon. Doug Fisher 
Members, Cumberland County Board of Chosen Freeholders 
Shirley Kline, Cumberland County Board of Agriculture 
Sustainability Studies, Ramapo College 
Sustainable New Jersey 
The Nature Conservancy 
Bridgeton Main Street Association 
CATA (The Farmworkers Support Committee) Staff & Members 
Immaculate Conception Church/Holy Cross Parish 
Gateway CAP (Mill Creek Farm) 
South Jersey Poetry-Go-Round 
Robert Dragotta Presents 
Cohansey Area Watershed Association 
Up-to-Us! South Jersey 
Bridgeton Soroptimists 
South Jersey Land and Water Trust 
Bridgeton High School Faculty & Staff, especially Bill  Waterman, 
    James Boner, Paul Decker, & Tim Cubbage 
New Dodge’s Market & Wildflower Cafe 
The Ashley-McCormick Center (Hank Murad & Alan Maier) 
The Cohansey Cafe ( Jorge Phillips) !For Hospitality beyond the call of duty: 
George Funkhauser & Susan Nitka  !
Program Design: Jamie Warner 
Printing: Standard Printing, Vineland, NJ 
Cover Photos: Sam Feinstein, Flavia Alaya and Baltimore Sun

This program was made possible in part by a grant from the New Jersey Council for the Humanities! a state partner of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities! Any views" findings" conclusions or recommendations in this program do not necessarily represent those 
of the National Endowment for the Humanities or the New Jersey Council for the Humanities!

NOT REGISTERED YET? 
TODAY is the deadline for Early Bird 
pre-registration for CHABACON 2014 
with built-in discounts on food, tshirts, 
and copies of Lester Brown’s 
“Breaking New Ground.”
Click on the link below to Register for FREE and choose more of 
CHABACON's other creative and low-cost options. 
You will want to be here. 
And we can’t wait to see you.          REGISTER HERE
!

Questions: jamie.chabacon@gmail.com.
Info (daytime) 856-455-2294
Info (evenings, etc) 641-751-3900 x 579314#

 For all our other partners & cosponsors! please visit our website at: 
www.historicbuildingarts.org

PRE-REGISTER NOW
historicKeeping our neighborhoods beautiful"""  

 keeping them real" 

WE CAN CREATE THE 
CONDITIONS FOR A MORE 
RESILIENT FUTURE.

This very special event is designed to join 
other environmental pioneers in the long process of building a new base 
of informed and cooperative action that can lead us wisely forward.

But it will happen once, and once only. 

Be there. The forum starts at 9:30 AM at Bridgeton HS 
Auditorium

Go to the CHABACON registration site for details. 

This program was made possible in part by a grant 
from the New Jersey Council for the Humanities! a 
state partner of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities" Any views! #ndings! conclusions or 
recommendations in this program do not necessarily 
represent those of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities or the New Jersey Council for the 
Humanities" 

October 1, 2014

THE FUTURE IS STILL IN OUR HANDS
Globalization has changed everything--not just where our 
food comes from, but what we eat--and sometimes whether 
some will eat at all. 

Economic boom and bust have rattled our communities, 
leaving almost no one untouched by a sudden plant-closing 
or poisoned site. Coastal towns and river cities have been 
devastated by catastrophic weather events. 

In Cumberland County a landmark city like Bridgeton 
struggles with post-industrial poverty and “distress,”  A 
landmark village like Greenwich lives in dread of relentless 
sea-level rise. People--livelihoods--homes--habitats--are all at 
stake and at risk....
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October 11, 2014 
  Environmentalist, Futurist &

  Bridgeton Native Son
  LESTER R. BROWN 
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Can you help: 
recruit new leadership AND participant-ship? 
Make best use of the talent we have ?
Build new talent?
Design a project around your special skills? 

Attract talent from within and beyond 
Bridgeton who will enjoy and respect 

this work?

But success is also a test for an organization.  Let’s be proud of the way we 
have come together. But let’s ALSO think ahead.  Our past accomplishments 
have become a challenge for the future, and now is the time to show what a 
firm base of  committed people can do to keep the organization moving.

                                                                                      

This means you make CHABA possible--and valuable. 
You make others believe in us.  Never forget this.

 [chaba]


